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THURSDA v, August 29, 1550. 

Senate met-roll called-President pro tem. in the chair-
the following Senators answered to their names: · 

.Messrs. Brashear, Cooke: Campbell, Davis, Gage, Grimes, Hart, 
Ktnney, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Robertson, 
'l'aylor, Truit, VanDerlip, Ward and Wallace-quorum present. 

The journals of yesterday were read and adopted. 
Mr. Cooke presented the petition of the citizens of Falls 

county, praying the Legislature to remove the present county 
seat. 

On motion of Mr. Cooke, referred to the ·committee on County 
and County Boundaries. 

Mr. Grimes introduced a bill requiriug the Governor to submit 
any proposition that may be made by the Government of the 
United States to the State of Texas, for the purchase of a portion 
of her north western territory to the people ; read first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read second time. 
l\1r. Wall ace moved to amend the third section by adding 

thereto "directed in like manner." 
On motion of Mr. Grimes, referred to the Judiciary committee. 
On motion of Mr. Campbell, said committee was instructed to 

report at 4 o'clock, P. 1\1. 
Mr. Ca.mpbell introduced a bill to secure to all actual settlers 

within the limit3 of the colony granted to Peters and others, com­
monly known as Peters's colony, the lands to which they are en­
titled as colonists; read first time. 

Rule suspended, read second time. 
On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on Public 

Lands. 
Mr. "\Vard introduced a bill to repeal in part the 3d and 4th 

sections of an act entitled an act to incorporatp the town of Jef­
fer:;;on, approved March 20th, 1848 ; read first time. 

Rule suspended, bill read second time. 
On motion of Mr. "Yard, the rule was fllrther suspended, bill 

read third time and passed, by the following vote: 
Yeas : Messrs. Brashear, Burleson, Cooke, Campbell, Davis, 

Gage, Grimes, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, Portis, Taylor, 
Truit, Van Derlip, Ward and Wallace-17. 

Nays: None. 
Mr. Parker introduced a bill to amend an act entitled an act 

for the relief of William C. Sparks, assignee of Samuel W. Wil­
lis, approved February 1st, 1850 ; read first time. 
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On motion of Mr. Pnrker, rule suspended, bill read second 
time and referred to a select committee. 

Messrs. Parker, Gnge and Wallace were appointed said com· 
mit tee. 

ORDERS OF 'rHE DAY. 

A bill to define the time of holding the courts in the third judi­
cial district ; read second time and passed to a third reading. 

Ou motion of Mr. Robertson, the rule was suspe1.1ded, bill read 
third time and passed. 

A bill to authorize ·and require the county courts to issue un­
conditional certificates, in certain cases. 

:Mr. \Vall ace offered the following amendment: 
SEc. 1. Strike out all between '' case8," in the fifth line, and 

•: make," in the seventh line, and iusert '' to bona fide claimants, 
who shall be reqmred to" Adopted. 

SEc. 2. After'' laws,"· in fourth line, insert'' as;'' add at the 
end "and that this act take effect from and after its passage;" 
strike ont 3d section. 

Adopted, and bill passed to a third reading. 
A bill to prescribe the 'time of holding the district courts in 

the llth judicial district; read second time aud ordered to be en­
grossed. 

A bill to incorporate the 'rrinitr Plank Road Company; read 
~econd time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, referred to the committee on Inter~ 
nal Improvements with :ustructions to ref>ort on to-morrow the 
3Uth inst. 

Joint resolution requesting an increase in the mail serviee 
from Austin to Clarksville ; read second time. 

Rule suspended. 
On motion of Mr. Parker, resolution laid on the table till to-

morrow. the 30th inst. . 
A bilf authorizing nnd requiring the Governor to snbmit any 

proposition that may be made by the Government of the United 
States to a vote of the people of Texas ; read second time; and 
referred to the Judiciary committee. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, Mr. Grimes was added to the com~ 
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Latimer, Mr. Campbell was added to the 
committee on Pnhlic Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Robm·tson, Mr. Campbell was added to the 
committee on Private Land Claims. 
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An act to authorize the sale of Austin City lot~, nnd reserved 
tract adjoinmg, being the special order of the clay, and the ques­
tion being on the final adoption of the substitute reported by the 
committee, was t"\ken and carried. 

Mr. Wallace proposed a substitute for the first ~ection of the 
bill, as follows : 

SEcTION 1. Be it enacted by tlte Legislature of tlte State of 
Texas, That the Comptroller of Public Accounts be, and he is 
hereuy authorized and reqnired to cause the reserved tract of 
land adjoining the city of Austin, and belonging to the State, to 
be laid off in lots of con venieut size, and after giving at least 
ninety days previons notice of the time, place and terms oJ sale, 
by weekly advertisement nntil the day of sale, in the newspapers 
published In said city, nnd in three other newspapers published 
in the State, to ofl'er for sale at public auction, to the highest bid­
der, at the Comptroller's office in Austin, said lots so laid off, to­
gether with the unsold and .forfeited lots in said city, and snch of 
the reserved lots therein as he mny think Jt expedient to sell, 
upon the following terms, to wit: one-third of the purchase 
money to be paid in cash at the time of sale, and the ':mlance in 
two equal semi-annual ius!al ments, the first to be paid in six 
months, and the second in twelve months from the day of sale. 
the postponed payments to be secured by bonds, with approved 
security, made payable to thA Comptroller~ whose duty it shall be 
to pay into the Treasn ry of the State all the money arising from 
such sale, after deducting enough to defray the necessary ex­
pensP-s thereof. 

Mr. Robertson moved to insert after the word "sell," ''not ex. 
ceeding one-half uf said lots and tract adjoining." Adopted. 

M~. ·Robertson moved to amend by inserting the following 
prOVISO: 

Provided, That in said sale, not more than two adjoining lots 
shall be sold. 

rrhP. snbtitnte for the first section was then adopted. 
Mr. 'Vall ace oflered the following as a substitute !or the second 

section of the bill: 
SEc. 2. 'rhe Comptroller may adjourn the sale from day to 

'Jay, for six days, or discontinue the sale,~:when he shall believe 
the interest of the State may require it: provided, that no other 
postponement shall be made for a shorter time than sixty days, 
and the Comptroller shall r.anse weekly notice to be given in the 
newspapers printed at Anstin, dn ring the time of snch postpone­
ment, of the time, place and terms of the resumed sale. ,\dopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following as an additional section : 
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SEc. 4. Be itfurther enacted, That if any person or persons 
shall fitil to make payment of the several instalments, in con~ 
formity with this act, as they become dne; .he, or they shall for­
ieit all such sum~ as may have been previously paid, and the 
ground and improvements situated thereon, shall by such default 
revert to the State, and the Comptroller shall immediately there­
upon proceed to re-sell said property as though no such forfeit­
ure had taken place, according to the provisions of this act. 
Adopted. 

Mr. Wallace offered the following additional section: 
SEc. '!'hat the citizeus who have erected houses upon or 

fenced around the reserved lots in the City of Austin, shall be, 
nnd are hereby authorized to remove the same therefrom.-
Adopted. · 

Ou motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Resolution to adjourn sine die. 
Mr. Parker moved the resolution lay on the table. 
Upon which, the yeas aud nays were called, and stood thus: 
Yeas: Messrs. Burleson, Campbell, Davis., Kinney, Latimer, 

Parker, Ward and Wallace-8. 
Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Gage, Grimes, Hart, McRae, 

Moffett, Portis, Robertson, Taylor, Truit and Van Derlip-12. 
Lost. 

Mr. Grimes moved the following amendment : 
Strike out" sine die," aud insert" to convene again at the capi~ 

tol in the City of Austin on the second Monday in November 
next: Provided, that in the event no propqsition be made to 
Texas by the United States, for the purchase of any portiJ>D of 
the north-western tenitory of the State of Texas, then ahd in 
that case, the Legislature shall stdnd adjourned sine die. 

Mr. \Vallace moved the resolution lay on the table until Sat­
urdav. 

The yeas and nays being called for, stood thns: 
Yeas: .Messrs. Burleson, CampbeJJ, Gage, Hart, Parker and 

"~allare-6. 
Nays : Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Grimes, Latimer, McRae, 

Moffett, Portis, Robertson, 'l'aylor, '~ruit, VanDerlip and Ward 
-12. 

Mr. Brashear moved the Senate adjourn until 4 o'clock, P. M. 
Upon which, the yeas and nays stood : 

. Yeas: Messrs. BraFihea r, Burleson, Cooke, Campbell, Grimes, 
Hart, Latimer, Parker, Taylor, Ward and Wallace--.11. 

Nays: Messrs. Gage, McRae, Moffett, Portis, Robe1tson, Truit 
and Van Derlip-7. 
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4 o'cLocK, 'P. M. 

Senate met-roll cllled--qnorum· present 
'rhe' action of the Senate being on the resolntiori to adjo·  
Mr. Grimes asked leave to. withdraw his amendment. 
Leave granted. 
Mr. Wi,lldce offered the· followin'O' amendment to· the reso~ 
, 0 I 

lut10n : · 
,., Unless definite or reliable intelligence be received before tha~ 

time, that the Uongress of tlie United States has pas~ed a bill con~ 
tainin~ proposition::; to. Texas, relative· to: her north-western ter-
ritory." · · . . 

Upon which, the yeas and riays were called~ and stood as fol~ 
lo.ws ~ · 

Yeas : Messrs. Burleson,. Campbell, Gage, . Hart, Parker and. 
Wallace-6. . 
Nay~: Messrs. Brashear, CookP.. Grimes, Kinney~ Latimer; 

Moffett, .Portis, Robertson, Taylor, 1,ru.it, Van: Derlip a'11d Ward 
-12. . 

A message was received fi·om the· H'Onse, through t·heir Chief, 
Clerk, M·r. Harnptou, informing the Senate that the House· had· 
passed th.e following bills: · . 

A bili to incorporate the Colordoa Navigation Company. _ . 
A bill making an appropriation for the per dwm pay a:nd miT&-. 

age of the members and officers of the Legislature, at the extra' 
session, convened the 12th of Angnst,.1850. . , 
, Mr. Van Derlip,. from the Judiciary committee, made tlie fot.:.· 
lowing reports: 

CoMM.ITTEE RooM,· l.' 
_ August 29, 185Q. S 

To the President pro tern ... of the Senate.~ 
The committee· on the Judiciary, to whom was referred nn act, 

to. attach- the counties of Denton and Collin to the ninth j•1dicia[' 
district,. and to define the timtt of holding the District courts ·i~· 
tru, same ; herewith report the same back to the Senate fo·r its. 
action, with~ut any reeommendatioa for or against the bill. 

Hon~ E. Buai:.ESON, 

CoM:MlTT.EE RooiV.t; {. 
August 29, 1850. S 

President pro tem. of thB Senate ... . 
The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was· referred t~e 

aqilexed resolutiops herewith report, that as a bill contain'irig aU. 
tlie.;necessary provisions contained in said resoluti'oi1s· has been'' 
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reported by this committee; they therefore, recommend that sa)d 
resolutions be laid upon the table. 

Mr. Latimer, from the committee on Public Lands, made the 
following reports: 

Hon. Enw ARD BuRLESON, 

CoMMITTEE RooM, 2 
Angust 29, 1850. ~ 

President p1·o tem. of the Senate : . 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred a bill 

to be entitled au act snpplrmentary to an act f,o perfect the land 
titles in Castro's colony, approved January 22, 1850, after'an 
examination of the snme, have instructed me io report the same 
back to the Senate with an amendment, and recommend its pas­
sage. 

Hon. EDWARD BuRLESON, 

CoMMITTEE R(_)oM, i 
A:Jgust 29, 1850. ~ 

President pro te1n. of the Senate : 
The committee on Public Lands, to whom was referrPd an act 

supplementary to an act entitled an act to secure to settlers with­
in tne limits of the aolonv granted to Peters and others, com­
monly known as Peters' colony) the lat1ds to which they are en­
titled as colonists; have had the same under consideration, and 
have instructed me to report the snme to the Sen~te without 
amendnumt, and recommend its pas~nge. 

Mr. Parker, from the select committee, made the following 
report: -

CoMMITTEE RooM, l 
August 29, 1850. ~ 

Hon. E. BuRLESONt 
Preside11t protem. of the Senate: . 

. The select committee, to· whom was referred a bill to amend an 
act entitled an art for the relief of William U. Sparks, ussignee 
of SamnP-1 W. Willis, approve~, February 1st, 1850; have in­
instructed me to report the bill back to the Senate and recom­
mend its passage, withont amendment. 

Mr. Robertson, chairman of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report ; 

'ro the Bon. E. BuRLESoN, 

SENATE CHAMBER, l 
August 29, 1850. S 

P1·esident pro tem. of the Senate : . 
The committee on Private Land Ulaims, to whom was referred 

a joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of Louis P. Cooke i 
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hll'le had the same nndpr consideration, nnd a mn.~: "ity of ~aid 
committee have instmcted me to rPport it back to tht: Senate and 
recommend its passage; all of which, is respectful!~· submitted. 

Mr. \'Vall ace, from the Judiciary committee, made the follow~ 
jng reports : 

Hun. EnwAnn Bun.t.ESON, 

Co~Jl\·I ITTEE RooM, 7 
A~gnst 29, 1650. ~ 

President protem. of the Senate: 

'The Jndiciary committee have con~idered the accompanying 
bill, and a mu_idriry \)f them have instructed me to report several 
arnendmeuls to the first seciion thereof, and an additional section. 
'I'lley tw ve I i kewise, instrnctt-~d me to recommend the adoption 
of the amendrner;ts and additional section, aud the passage ot 
the bill, when so amended. 

Hon. E. BuRLEso~, 

Col\1~11TTEE Roo:M, ( 
August 29, 1850. ~ 

President pro te'm. of the ,s~enate: 
'I'he Jndicia1y committee having had the petidon of sundry 

eitizens of San Augnstine under consideration, have instructed 
me to report that the object of the petirioners will be attained by 
means of the bill heretofore passrd by the Senate, and now bebre 
the Honse of Representatives ; they therefore recommend that the 
petilion be laid on the table . 

. Mr. Moffett, chairman of the committee on Engrossed Bills: 
made the following repmt: 

Hon. EnwARD BuRLEsoN, 

CoMMITTEE Roo:w, ) 
. August 29, Isr;o. ~ 

President pro tem. of the Senate : 
The committee on EnO'rossed Hills have exami''ted a bill to be :-, 

entitled an act to incorporute the first Presbyterian church in 
Houston: and find the same correctly engrossed. 

On motion of .Mr. GrirnPs, the rule requiring reports to Jay on 
the table one day, was suspended. 

A bill ref]u;rin)! the Go 1rernor to submit am:' proposition that 
mny be submitted hy the Governmrnt of tt· . United States to 
tho State of Texas, for the purchase of a po don of her norlh­
weslern territory to the people ; 11 pon the rev•rt of the Judiciary 
committee, with the following- mmmdments: 

SEc. 1. After ''proclamation," in the 7th iine, insert ''with a 
eopy of said proposition nppended thereto.'' 
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Strike on t " elections to be held,'' and insert polls to be open-
ed," in ei2"hth and ninth lines. 

After tl}e word'' refusal," in the lith line~ insert ''by vote/' 
Strike out all after "propositions," in twelfth line. 
Add.jtional section. 
Be it further enacted, 'rhat should any propositions be sub~ 

mitted to the people of 'rexas for their concurrence, as herein 
t:ontemplated ; then it shall be the duty of the Governor to con­
vene the Legislature, for the purpose of taking final action there­
on, within the time prescribed by such proposition. The returns 
of election that have been received shall be opened, the votes 
counted, and the result proclaimed bv the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, in the presence of both Houses of the Lt:gis~ 
Iature, during the first week of the session, and this act take 
effect from and after its passage. 

First, second, third a1;d f(JLirth amendments adopted. 
The question being on the adoption of the additional section, 

reported by the committee. 
Mr. Robertson moved to strike out all after "thereon'' to "the." 
'rhe yeas and nays were called for. 
Mr. Wallace offered as a suustitute to Mr. Robertson's amend-

ment, the following : · 
Add to the end of the sentence, " or as as soon thereafter as 

practicable." Adopted. . 
Mr. Van Derlip moved to lay the bill and amendment on the 

table until tu-morrow. Lost. 
Mr. Rober~son offered the following as a substitute for the sec. 

tion offered by the committee : · 
''That the Legislature hereby declares that the ratification or 

rejection of said proposition, shall depend on a vote of the people, 
and if they vote in favor of it, then a proclamation of the fact by 
the Governor, shall stand as a ratification of said contract on the 
part of the State of 'l'exas." Lost. 

Mr. Robertson offered the following as a subtitute tor the 
whole bill: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize and require the Gov£:rn­
or to submit any proposition that may be made by the Govern­
ment of the United States, to a vote of the people ·of the State. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State. of 
Te:cas, rrhat upon the receipt by the Governor of this Stat~ of 
any proposition that may be made by the United States to this 
State, to change or alter her boundary, he shall immediately 
there~fter issue his proclamation of the fact, accompanied with 
said propositions to the people of the State, and requiring the 
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qualified electors to f!!eet at t~~ different election precincts and 
vote 'or nr agamst sa1d propositiOn. 

SEc. 2. That.said election shall be conducted in all respects, 
:in accordance with the laws rezulating elections for m~mbers of 
the Legi::;lature of the State of Texas. 

SEc. :l That the Governor shall require the several returning 
officers to make retnrn to the Secretary o{ State in forty days, 
from said retum day, nnd on the.day after the (':aid fortieth dny, the 
Governor and Seretary of State shall proceed to open and count 
said votes, and if a majori1y of said votes are in favor of said 
proposition then the Governor shall issue his proclamation of the 
fad nud shall appoint some snitaiJ!e person as the ag-ent of theState 
who shall proceed to the seat of government of the Uuited States 
and receive the bonds or n:oney that rrmy be due or owing 'fexas, 
by virtue of sad contract; requiring of said agent, S'.lch 1-lond and 
security as he rnay deem proper; and shou!d a llllljority of said 
vote be agaiPst s::tid proposition i then the Governor shall issue 
his proclamation of the fact. 

4: 'That the Legislature herehy declares that the ratification 
or rejection of said proposition shall depencf n pon the vote of the 
people, and that if they vote in favor of it, then a proelamation 
of that fact by the Governor, shall stand as a ratification on the 
part of the State of Texas, of su12h contract. 

5. 'That this act shall take effect from its pa~snge and remain 
in full force and effect until the first day of December, one thou 
sand eight hundredand fifty. 

Upon the adoption of which, the yeas and nays were called 
and stood thns : 

Yeas : Messrs. Porti~: Roberts:on and Tmit-3. 
Nays: Messrs. Burleson, Cool\e, Campbel!, Davis, Gage, 

Grimes, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Moffett, Parker, 'rayior, Van 
Derlip, Ward and Wailace-17. 

The q nest ion recurring on the adoption of the section, was 
taken and carried. 

Mr. Robertson moved to take np a bill to provide for organi­
zing the militia of the State, and to suppress the insurrection t:X­

isting in the counties of Worth and Santa Fe, or in any other 
section of the State. 

The yeas and nays being called for, stood thus: 
Yeas: Messrs. Gage, Hart, Kinney, Latimer, Portis, Robert­

son, Taylor, 1,m1t: VanDerlip and Ward-10. 
Nays: Messrs. Brashear, Burleson~ Cooke, Campbell, Davis

1 

Grimes, Moffett, Parker and Wallace-9. 



70 

Mr. Robertson moved to moke the bill the order for to-morrow .. 
Lost . 

.Mr. Latimer asked leave to withdraw his subtiLute offered on a 
previous dav for the ~eVfmth section. 

Mr. Grinies moved that the Setwte adjourn until 9 o'clock to­
morrow mornin~. 

Upon which, ·-thf' yeas and nnys stood as follows: 
Yeas: Mes~us. Bnrleson, Campbell, GJge, Grimf'~, Hart, Lnt­

imer·, Moffett, Parker, Taylor, 'rmit, VanDerlip, Ward aud Wal~ 
lace-1~. . 

Navs: Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Davis, Kinney, Portis and 
Robedson-6. 

So the Senate adjourned . . 

FRIDA v, An gust 30, 1850, 

Senate met-roll called---President pro tem. in the chair­
Senaum preseut : 

Messrs. Brashear, Cooke, Campbell, Davis, Gage, Grimes, 
Hart, Ki •wey, Latimer, McRae, Moffett, PMker, Portis, Robert­
son, Taylor, Truit, Vau Derlip, \'Vard and Wallace-quorum 
present. 

The journals ofyesterday were read and adopted. 

Mr. Hart presented the petition of the citizens of Mercer's col­
ony; re~··. rred to the f!ommittee on Public Lunds, without reading. 

Mr. Campbell presented the petition of the citizens of Mercer's 
colony ; referred to the committee on Public Lauds, without 
reading. 

Mr. Trnit presented the petition of:.~the citizens of Shelby 
county ; referred to the committee on County and Couuty Bound-
aries, without reading. . 

Mr. Latimer, chairman of the con~mittee on Internal Improve· 
ments, made the follo\vir;g report : 

Yonr committee on Iriternal Improvements have had under 
consideration a bill to be entllled an net to incorporate the Trin­
ity Plank Road Company; and have directed me to report the 
same back to the Senate, with an amendment to the second sec­
tion, and recommend its adoption and the passage of the bill, all 
of ·.vhich is respectfully submitted. 

A.mendment to come in at the end of the second section : 


